MEMORANDUM

TO: Parks and Recreation Board

FROM: Kimberly A. McNeeley, CPRP, Acting Director
Austin Parks and Recreation Department

DATE: November 20, 2017

SUBJECT: Roy G. Guerrero Channel Stabilization and Bridge Restoration

The information below provides an overview of the erosion issues at Roy G. Guerrero Colorado River Metro Park
and an update on interim solutions that aim to address channel stabilization and connectivity issues.

Project Background

In May and October of 2015, the Austin area experienced extreme rainfall events that resulted in damaging floods
in many of Austin’s creeks, including Country Club West that runs through Roy G. Guerrero Colorado River
Metro Park. Severe erosion due to flooding caused the failure and loss of a pedestrian bridge that provides
connectivity across the channel for both park users and commuters. In addition, the floods exposed a 16”
reclaimed water main and caused it to come apart. This section of pipe serves the softball fields in Krieg Fields
and a bulk fill station for the Urban Forestry group at the Parks and Recreation Department (PARD).

The origins of the erosion problem stem from a 1976 bypass channel that bifurcated Country Club Creek and
ended without adequately engineered conveyance to the Colorado River. Over the years, there have been efforts
to address the erosion causes, but to date, no solution has been sufficient to solve the problem entirely.

Consequently, due to the extreme erosion occurring in the channel of Country Club West, replacement of the
bridge is not possible without a large-scale engineering project to stabilize the channel. PARD and Watershed
Protection Department (WPD) are working on a capital improvement project to address the need to reconnect the
trail on both sides of the creek and prevent further erosion damage on valued parkland.
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